


 
Growing Marijuana in New England 

 
Naturally, the authorship of this 44-page booklet, Growing Marijuana in 
New England, is shrouded in mystery because it was published in 1977 
during the deep freeze of the War on (Some) Drugs. We do know that 
Peter Oakum is a pseudonym. Some little birdie has whispered into my 
ear that the true identity of the author is hinted in his nom de plume, as 
his first name really was Peter. Peter may have nurtured a fondness for 
oak trees. At the time of its publication, he is rumored to have been a 
botanist on the staff of the Arnold Arboretum. Associated with Harvard 
University, the Arnold Arbo is the most the prestigious arboretum of the 
Northeastern U.S. It is a safe but sad assumption that the author now is 
deceased else, when recreational cannabis was legalized in 
Massachusetts in 2016, he might have divulged his true identity. 
 
A web search can result in two other versions of this booklet. One was 
created with good intentions but with limited imaging expertise. Each 
dreadfully skewed page was photographed with a cellphone and each 
photo uploaded individually. Someone else demonstrated masterful 
scanning abilities, but the booklet that was scanned was in tatters and 
shreds. The proper dissemination of this booklet was clearly lacking. 
That responsibility fell upon me when an anonymous staff member of 
another horticultural enterprise shared with me this PDF created from a 
booklet whose condition a used bookseller might define as “Good.” 
 
My role was to optimize this PDF for the web by deleting its blank pages 
and reducing its file size threefold with only slight loss of image quality. 
While I disclaim ownership of copyright, I encourage its free 
distribution. I provide it on my website at the bottom of the webpage at  
www.MarkBraunstein.Org/cannabis  solely as a public service in the 
interest of educating posterity how to grow cannabis under the sun and 
outdoors, where the plant belongs.  
 
- Mark Mathew Braunstein 
www.MarkBraunstein.Org/cannabis 


































































































